[Gastro-omental free flap: technique, indications and results in buccopharyngeal reconstruction after cancer excision. Apropos of 7 cases].
The gastro-omental flap is centered around the midportion of the greater curve of the stomach, with the attached omentum. The flap is based on the right gastro-epiploïc pedicle. The size of the mucosal patch is adaptable. This flap offers several practical advantages: great plasticity (including the omentum), large length and size of the pedicle, mucus secretion which may improve xerostomia, and less morbidity. Disadvantages include the propensity for excessive mucus production (needing tracheotomy), the requirement for an abdominal operation, and the possibility of peptic ulceration (no case reported in the literature). Seven patients have been treated, with a good result. This flap is suitable for repair of complex soft-tissue defects after extensive cancer surgery.